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Hermoine’s Retrospective
Oil on Canvas
66 cm x 61 cm

The Estate of Hermione, the inaugural exhibition of EX-BALDESSARRE, champions the work of 
Hermione Burton - A Bedford based painter who was born in Aylesbury in 1925 and who died circa 
1990. Hermione was one of the earliest survivors of open heart surgery and painted her whole life 
but only exhibited twice. 

Hermione’s work was discovered by chance in a charity shop by Andy Holden and the remainder 
of her oeuvre was steadily tracked down, acquired and restored over the course of the next year. 
Presented alongside texts by Tessa Norton, and mix-tapes by Jarvis Cocker and Heather 
Phillipson the accumulated 20, or so, paintings cover all Hermione’s periods of artistic activity and 
are the only remaining examples of her work.

All are welcome to the opening on Saturday September 15, 6-10pm. 
The exhibition runs until October 6.

EX-BALDESSARRE is 10 min from Bedford station and 40 mins from London St Pancras.

103 Coventry Road, Bedford, MK404EJ
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Life does not only mean life.

‘Life’ in the ancient Greek is either bios 
(biological life) or zoe (divine, supernatural 
life) and the trouble is that one word can’t 
usefully mean both. There is the physical 
world, and there is our interior world. We can 
try valiantly to elide these distinct meanings 
but, as Hermione’s paintings remind us, there 
is something fundamentally irreconcilable 
about our internal truth and whatever real 
ground on which we find ourselves standing.

Switches flick on, and off.

Interiority can mean home, safety, sanctuary, 
or it can mean skating closer to the borders 
of unconscious knowledge than is strictly 
advisable. We’re all walking a line. In Susan 
Sontag’s framing, “everyone who is born 
holds dual citizenship, in the kingdom of the 
well and in the kingdom of the sick”; and 
Hermione’s citizenship can’t fail to inform her 
gaze. The prosaic and limited interiors of her 
sick bed (light-switches, chinoiserie motifs, 
husbands, doctors) become abstracted and 
mobilised to explain her place in the world. 
Illness presents as an extreme, heightened 
femininity.

- Extract from forthcoming text 
by Tessa Norton

James With A Point Of View
Oil on Canvas
35 cm x 45 cm
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Hermione Burton, known simply as Hermione, was born in 1925 in 
Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. She lived in Ramsgate, New Mexico, Michigan, 
and California before returning to Aylesbury and finally settling in Bedford 
in 1979. She battled rheumatic heart disease all her life. She was put into a 
coma following the birth of her only daughter Jacqueline, and subsequently 
became one of the first people to undergo pioneering open heart surgery in 
1967. 

She studied art initially as part of her occupational therapy programme, and 
subsequently at the art guild led by Charles Quarles in Riverside California. 
On her return to England, she was largely house-bound due to persistent ill-
health and remained under the care of specialist teams at Papworth Hospital 
and Bedford South Wing. Hermione resumed painting whenever her health 
would allow, although towards the end of her life she was also battling the 
loss of vision in one eye. She had two exhibitions, one with the Bedford Art 
Society in the mid 1980’s, and one jointly with her daughter Jacqueline, at 
The Gallery in Wellingborough. Hermione self-published one catalogue of 
paintings and a biography of her life in 1988.


